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Celebrating 
The Mid-South 
Tribune’s 25th 
Anniversary!

Thank you for
making it so!

Have a Merry 
Christmas and

A
Happy New Year!

Here are some great tips to catch more trout this winter
From 

Oregon Department of Fish
and Wildlife

and
The Fishing Wire.com

Dedicated fly-anglers don’t stop
fishing in the winter. Instead they
adjust their tactics to the colder
conditions.
Popular trout rivers take on a dif-
ferent character in winter. The
barren landscape reveals a differ-
ent sort of beauty, the crowds di-
minish and the fishing becomes
more challenging.

For some, it may be enough “to
just be there.” But if your plans
include actually catching a fish,
here are seven tips that may help
improve your chances.

1. Go small and light. Clear, slow
water, smaller insects and wary
fish call for smaller flies and

Dedicated fly-anglers don’t stop fishing in the winter. Instead, they adjust their tactics to
the colder conditions. (Photo/Courtesy: Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife)

lighter tippet than you might use
the rest of the year.
Downsize your flies. A dominate
food source for trout in the winter
are teeny, tiny midges that are
best mimicked by teeny, tiny flies
– like size 16 and smaller.

Lighten your tippet. If you nor-
mally fish 4X, switch to 5X.
This will let the smaller flies
move more naturally, and avoid
spooking fish hanging out in
slower waters – where they have
more time to scrutinize your fly.
2. Hope for dry fly action but
plan to nymph. Winter fly-fish-
ing is a nymphing show. Con-
sider a double-nymph rig with a
smaller midge pattern on top
and a weighted stonefly below,
to help keep your flies near the
bottom of the river.

But also be prepared for the oc-
casional hatch with a selection
of Griffith’s gnats and small

blue wing olives.

3. Look for trout in slower wa-
ters. Trout metabolism slows in
the winter. They’re eating less
and looking for ways to conserve
energy, like getting out of the
heavier currents into quieter wa-
ters.
Back eddies, off-channel areas,
and the inside of current seams
can all be places to look for win-
ter trout.

4. Cover the water thoroughly. A
fish won’t move far to take a fly
(slower metabolism and all that),
so you’ll want to put your fly
right in front of its nose. Cover

the water methodically to in-
crease your changes of hitting a
fish.  
5. Sleep in. There’s no need to hit
the water at daylight when it
comes to winter trout fishing.
The best fishing will be during
the warmest parts of the day –
late morning to mid-afternoon.
So follow your Mother’s advice
and take time to eat a good break-
fast before you go.
6. Follow these safety precau-
tions:
Travel safely. Travel in the winter
can by dicey so be prepared for
bad weather and bad roads. Let
someone know where you’re
going and when you’ll be back.

COLUMBIA, S.C. — The Ugly
Stik World’s Largest Santa Claus
Bass Tournament not only set a
world record last weekend, it en-
sured that Christmas will be a re-
ality for hundreds of children in
need living in the Lake Norman
area.
A total of 298 anglers competed
in the one-day, two-angler team
event on Lake Norman, but be-
fore taking the water to compete
while wearing Santa Claus cos-
tumes, the anglers donated toys.
By the time the tournament was
underway at safe light, a pair of
21-foot-long Bass Cat boats
were overflowing with toys,
which were presented to Toys for
Tots at the afternoon weigh-in.
The value of the toys donated by
anglers, Ugly Stik and other sup-
porters was estimated to be well
in excess of $15,000.
“It would be difficult to find a
group of people more passionate
than anglers are about giving
back and helping others in need.
And we saw a need that we be-
lieve deserves to be filled, so we

Santa Claus &
Ronald  

McDonald 
celebrate

$115,000+ raised
for Memphis
& Jackson, 
Mississippi

Ronald 
McDonald

House Charities

MEMPHIS, TN. – Memphis for-
ward Dulcy Fankam Mendjiadeu
has been named to the American
Athletic Conference Weekly
Honor Roll for the third consec-
utive week, the league an-
nounced Monday afternoon.
On Saturday against Alabama,

she scored 19 points and grabbed
9 rebounds despite the Crimson
Tide’s efforts to triple-team her
throughout competition. This

The Ugly Stik World’s Largest Santa Claus Bass Tournament
sets a world record, ensuring that hundreds of children in need
living in the Lake Norman area will have a happy Christmas

MEMPHIS, TN. – Local Mc-
Donald’s restaurants raised more
than $115,000 for the Ronald
McDonald House Charities
(RMHC) in Memphis, Ten-
nessee and Jackson, Mississippi
through 2020’s Sleeves for Sup-
port and Roundup for RMHC
fundraising efforts. To mark the
special occasion, Ronald Mc-
Donald himself jumped onto a
video call with Santa Claus to
share the great news.
“This year our customers really
came through to support the
great work Ronald McDonald
House Charities do to keep fam-
ilies close while their children
are in the hospital,” Ronald told
Santa. “Our customers are the
best!”
The donations were made by
McDonald’s customers across
Western Tennessee, Mississippi
and Northeast Arkansas who
purchased a $5 reusable drink
sleeve through Sleeves for Sup-
port or chose to “Round-Up for
RMHC” as a donation. Cus-
tomers can continue to support
the local Ronald McDonald
House serving their community
throughout the year by rounding
up their purchase to the nearest
dollar or giving $1, $3 or $5 as
a donation.
Local McDonald’s owner-oper-
ators know their customers are
very passionate about families
and that childhood illness hasn’t
slowed down because of the
pandemic. RMHC chapters offer
vital resources and support to
children and their families re-
ceiving care at nearby hospitals.
Particularly at a time when
many non-profit fundraising ef-
forts have been interrupted,
these programs help the Ronald
McDonald House continue the
important work it does for local
families.

Even the COVID 19 pandemic could not stop the enthusiasm 298 anglers had in raising funds and hope for Toys for Tots
(Photo/Courtesy: The Ugly Stik World’s Largest Santa Claus Bass Tournament).

created an event where we com-
bine two things everyone loves—
Christmas and fishing—to see
that no child goes without a visit
from Santa Claus this year,” said
Ugly Stik Vice President of Mar-
keting Jon Schlosser. “I’m proud
of the fishing community for
coming together to this degree

for such a worthy cause. And I’m
proud that we achieved these re-
sults while also having a great
time.”
This year has been especially dif-
ficult for charities of all kinds.
Due to the pandemic, there are no
large-scale events with which to
raise funds and solicit donations.

In the case of Toys for Tots,
many of its donations comes
from donation boxes located at
businesses. This year, according
to Vivian Meletis, Toys for Tots
Coordinator for Iredell Co.
(N.C.), more than 30 percent of
the local businesses which previ-
ously displayed donation boxes
are now shuttered due to the pan-
demic.

“The number of children who
need Toys for Tots never de-
creases. Based on the number of
donations we received to this
point, it was looking bleak—but
Marines never give up and we
weren’t going to let COVID-19

be the Grinch this year,” said
Meletis, who helped Toys for
Tots distribute toys to about
4,000 children in 2019 alone. 

“The anglers were our angels
this year. What the anglers and
Ugly Stik did with this over-
whelming donation overcomes
our deficit so that we will con-
tinue to be able to provide for
children in the area. We can’t
thank everyone involved
enough. This means so much.”
For more information about
Ugly Stik and its legendary line
of fishing rods as well as its new
line of Ugly Tuff reels and Ugly
Tools, go to www.uglystik.com.

Forward Fankam Mendjiadeu earns third
American Athletic Conf. Weekly Honor

marked her fifth double-digit
scoring game of the season.

Fankam Mendjiadeu ranks
fourth in the nation and leads the
AAC with 12.7 rebounds per
games and her 17.2 scoring aver-
age ranks her third in the confer-
ence. She is also the Tigers’ team
leader in both categories.
“Dulcy walks into every game

with a target on her back. People
know that she’s a good player

and coaches prepare their teams
for her,” said head coach Melissa
McFerrin. “We’ve really been
working hard on how to handle
these situations and Dulcy con-
tinues to execute everything that
we practice. We’re proud of her
growth and we’re excited about
her potential.”

. For more information on the
Memphis women's basketball
team, follow the Tigers on social
media at @MemphisWBB. 

Downsize your flies. A domi-
nate food source for trout in
the winter are teeny, tiny
midges that are best mim-
icked by teeny, tiny flies – like
size 16 and smaller.

And remember to check in when
you get home.
Consider using a wading staff.
Snow and/or ice can make wad-
ing even trickier. And winter is
not the time of year you want to
be falling in the water.

Beware of hypothermia. If you
do fall in the water, and it hap-
pens, you’ll need to get warm
and dry as quickly as possible.
Carry a change of dry clothes and
hot beverages, or a way to make
them.

7. Lower….er, adjust your expec-
tations. Winter trout fishing is
about being outside, enjoying the
solitude and challenging your
fishing skills. It’s not about
catching a lot of trout. You’ve got
just a few good hours to chase
finicky fish – learn to appreciate
one- or two-fish days for what
they are. Plenty of time to catch
loads of fish later in the year.

Some of your best bets for catch-
ing native redband trout this win-
ter in Oregon include the lower
Deschutes, Crooked, Metolius,
Fall, Klamath, Blitzen and
Owyhee rivers. For the latest
fishing updates for these rivers,
check out the weekly Recreation
Report.

Got an event? Send it to
frank@thefishingwire.com


